
 

 

 

COLLEGE BOARD EXAMPLES ARE UNDERLINED   FOR ABBREVIATION MEANINGS: REFERENCE OFFICIAL KEY CONCEPTS  “REMEMBER YOUR SPICE” 

Key Concept (Abbreviated) Examples from CB and Strayer Headings in Textbook 

Key Concept 3.1.III.A: Islam developed in the Arabian peninsula from the 
interactions among Jews, Christians, and Zoroastrians with the local peoples 
and expanded to many parts of Afro-Eurasia due to military expansion and the 
activities of merchants and missionaries.  

Islam: Abrahamic Faith (p. 475)  
Muhammad ibn Abdullah 
Muslim (v. Islam/Islamic)  
Pillars of Islam 
“PBUH”  
Bedouins  
Dhimmis/Jizya  
Hadiths 
Hajj 
Hijra 
Imams  
Kaaba 
Quran 
Umma 

The Birth of a New 
Religion (p. 474) 
The Making of an Arab 
Empire (p. 480) 

3.1.II.C: Some migrations and commercial contacts led to the diffusion of 
languages throughout a new region or the emergence of new languages 
(including Arabic and Turkic) 

Anatolia   

3.1.III.B: In key places along important trade routes, merchants set up diaspora 
communities where they introduced their own cultural traditions into the 
indigenous culture. 

Malacca   

3.1.III.D: Increased cross-cultural interactions resulted in the diffusion of 
literary, artistic, and cultural traditions as well as scientific and technological 
traditions 

Influence of Islam in Sub-Saharan Africa and SE Asia 
Influence of Greek/Indian mathematics on Muslim scholars 
Return of Greek science/philosophy to W. Europe via Muslim al-Andalus 

in Iberia 
Spread of gunpowder through Islamic empires 

Al-Andalus 
House of Wisom 
Ibn Battuta 
Ibn Sina 
Madrassas  
 

 

3.1.IV There was continued diffusion of crops and pathogens, including 
epidemic diseases like the bubonic plague, throughout the Eastern 
Hemisphere along the trade routes. 

Example: sugar and citrus throughout 
Dar-al Islam and the Mediterranean basin 

  

Key Concept Study Guide for Chapter 11                                           (Key Concepts 3.1, 3.2., 3.3), Dates: 600 CE – 1500 
 

THE KEY CONCEPTS ARE THE BEST INDICATOR OF THE MOST IMPORTANT MATERIAL IN THE CHAPTER. USE THEM AS YOUR GUIDE TO STUDY. 



3.2.I.B: In some places, new forms of governance emerged, including those 
developed in various Islamic states (such as the Abbasids, Muslim Iberia or the 
Delhi sultanates)  

Abbasid caliphate  
Rightly Guarded Caliphs  
Jihad 
Dhimmis/Jizya 
Sharia 
Sultanate of Delhi  
Ulama 
Umayyad Caliphate  

The Making of an Arab 
Empire (p. 480) 
 
The World of Islam as a 
New Civilization (p. 495)  

3.2.I.C: Some states synthesized local with foreign traditions. (such as Persian 
traditions influencing Islamic states 

Al-Ghazali/Sufi Islam (Sufism)  
Sikhism 

Islam and Cultural 
Encounter: A Four-Way 
Comparison (p. 488)  

3.2.II Interregional contacts and conflicts between states and empires 
encouraged significant technological and cultural transfers, (such as paper 
making techniques) between Tang China and the Abbasids, transfers (such as 
gunpowder), transfers during the Crusades 

Battle of Talas River  
 

 

3.3.II The fate of cities varied greatly, with periods of significant decline, and 
periods of increased urbanization buoyed by rising productivity and expanding 
trade networks. 
A. Factors that contributed to declines of urban areas in this period included 
invasions, disease, the decline of agricultural productivity. 
B. Factors that contributed to urban revival included the end of invasions, the 
availability of safe and reliable transport, the rise of commerce and the warmer 
temperatures between 800 and 1300. Increased agricultural productivity and 
subsequent rising population and greater availability of labor also contributed to 
urban growth. 

Focus: Baghdad, ca. 800-1258, House of 
Wisdom (Sack of Baghdad, 1258) 
Mecca 
Timbuktu  

 

3.3.III Despite significant continuities in social structures and in methods of 
production, there were also some important changes in labor management and 
in the effects of religious conversion on gender relations and family life. 

Women in Islam  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM  

 • Sunni v. Shia Islam (causes for split/geography)  

• Judaism v. Christianity v. Islam (main ideas/spread of 

religions/geographic origin/influence)  

COMPARISONS TO REMEMBER 

 • Shahadah: sincerely reciting the Muslim profession of faith. 

• Salat: performing ritual prayers in the proper way five times each day. 

• Zakat: paying an alms (or charity) tax to benefit the poor and the needy. 

• Sawm: fasting during the month of Ramadan. 

• Hajj: pilgrimage to Mecca. 


